
In the four years I have been at Holy Name of Jesus, I’ve never seen it so vibrant and on-fire

with the Spirit. In addition to richly celebrating the Sacraments, HNJ has always had blessings

such as St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish School of Religion, church missions, daily Eucharistic

adoration and Scouts. But HNJ has added even more programming recently. We now have a

vibrant Young Adult Ministry, workshops on Ignatian Spirituality, online events, First Friday

Breakfasts, Women of Wisdom, Journey Men’s Group, collection of the month and Movie

Nights. In 2023, we’ll publicly launch our first-ever multi-million-dollar capital campaign to build

a school addition, a new accessible church entrance, indoor church bathrooms and a wedding

suite. It’s breathtaking to be pastor of such a multi-faceted community. Not a day goes by that I

am not filled with gratitude for the privilege (and fun!) of being pastor at HNJ.

This week, I’m asking you to prayerfully consider raising your weekly Sunday offering, and if you

are not committed to a weekly offering, would you please consider making such a commitment

now? If you are already giving weekly, would you think about giving us a raise? To aid you in

your discernment, I present to you six facts that might surprise you.

First, HNJ parishioners give generously for one-time, specific needs. We need to do the same

for our weekly parish offering. Our community responds with extraordinary generosity toward

specific causes. When a section of our church was damaged by termites, I asked the parish for

$70,000 for repairs. In just a few weeks, we raised $170,000! When we ask for donations for

missions in Ukraine or Belize or when we gather items for the homeless, we are always

overwhelmed by the response. Unfortunately, our weekly offertory lags far behind what a

parish of our size and resources should be receiving. Our annual operating budget is almost

solely dependent on donations and offertory.

Second, Holy Name of Jesus is not a wealthy parish. We have for many years struggled to cover

our already lean operating expenses. In the four years I’ve been here, HNJ has either just barely

made budget or has ended the year in a deficit. This past year our deficit was over $30,000.

Third, providing spiritual services costs the parish more than you might think. If you look at

our “Ministries” expenses in our bulletin you might say, “Wow, HNJ doesn’t spend much of its

money on ministry.” But the truth is that everything we do ultimately benefits our ministries.

Consider this example. How much does it cost HNJ to baptize a baby? The answer might

appears to be nearly zero. After all, what’s needed is water, a candle and a little bit of sacred oil.

However, behind the scenes there are a great number of expenses. We pay an office manager to

take your baptism requests, a director of pastoral life to conduct theologically-sound Baptism

training, a sacristan to prepare the Baptism space, a director of communications who shares

Sacramental information, a salary for the priests, a cleaning service, a monthly assessment to



the Archdiocese for the Sacred Oils and other resources, a rental payment to Loyola University

for the heating, air-conditioning and electricity, and a finance director to manage all these

expenses! How much do we charge for a Baptism? Zero dollars! How many expenses are

accrued behind the scenes? A great many.

Fourth, many of our costs have skyrocketed lately. Are you paying more for insurance and

utilities? I’ll bet you are! Well, the same is true for the parish. We are forecasting at least a 6%

increase in our costs for electricity, water, telephone and gas. Your grocers' expenses have gone

up, too. But they have covered their expenses by raising food prices. I cannot raise the price of

Baptisms because zero times two still equals zero! We need for you to voluntarily raise your

weekly offering to cover our rising expenses.

Fifth, our weekly offering occasionally drops dramatically for surprising reasons. When New

Orleanians evacuated for Hurricane Ida, we received little-to-nothing in the collection plate for

several weekends. When people take summer vacations, our offertory collection is often lower.

And here’s the most surprising of all: when Christmas falls on a Sunday (as it will this year), we

receive a Christmas offertory but we have one less Sunday offering for the year: a loss of about

$10,000!

Sixth, we benefit far more from online giving than from envelopes or cash in the collection

plate. Why? Because once you set up automatic weekly online giving, we are paid whether you

travel away to visit family or for vacation or for hurricane evacuation. The actual envelopes also

cost us money.

So, I humbly ask that you consider supporting this vibrant community in two specific ways:

1. Please consider a meaningful increase in your weekly offertory. If you are not currently

committed to a weekly offertory, please consider starting such a commitment.

2. Please consider signing up for automatic weekly online payments. Our staff is ready to help

you with this process. Simply call the office and we’ll walk you through the steps. Instructions

are also in this bulletin.

I have been a Jesuit for 34 years and have had several “careers” as a priest. At this moment of

my life, there is nothing more that I want to do than to serve you as your pastor. I feel deeply

grateful for this honor and privilege and I hope God (and my provincial!) lets me stay here for

years to come. Please help me and my staff serve you by committing to weekly financial support

of your Holy Name of Jesus community.



-Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ


